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Sept. 8, 1993
UM TO HOST SYMPOSIUM HONORING WALLACE STEGNER 
MISSOULA -
Writers and scholars will spotlight the work of the late Pulitzer Prize-winning author Wallace 
Stegner at a symposium in his honor Friday and Saturday, SepL 17 and 18, at The University of 
Montana.
The symposium presentations, scheduled for 1:30-4:30 p.m. Sept. 17 and 9 a.m.-noon Sept. 18 
in the Montana Theatre, will be free and open to the public. The symposium will also include an 
evening lecture Sept. 17 by Jackson Benson, an English professor at San Diego State University. 
Benson will discuss "Finding a Voice of His Own: The Story of Wallace Stegner’s Fiction" starting 
at 8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre.
The Montana Historical Society and UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West are sponsoring 
the event to highlight Stegner’s significance in Western literature as a writer about place.
"No one has addressed the issues of place and of staying in place with the same degree of 
nuance and eloquence as Wallace Stegner," said center Director and UM history Professor and 
department Chair William Farr.
Stegner once called Missoula a prime example of the "real West," Farr said. "And when asked 
why, Stegner went on to say because it was a local culture, it was populated by people who were 
environmentally aware, people who were in their own way trying to stay in one place and make it 
better, people who weren’t coming to exploit it and leave."
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Friday afternoon’s panel presentations will include "A Brief Reminiscence: Father, Teacher, 
Collaborator" by Stegner’s son, Page, who teaches English literature at the University of California at 
Santa Cruz. Also on Friday’s program will be writer Ivan Doig discussing "Stegner’s American West 
as Living Space" and writer and UM English Professor William Kittredge discussing "Stcgncr and the 
Western Landscape." UM English Professor Bill Bevis will moderate the Friday session.
The Saturday morning program will feature University of Arkansas history Professor Elliott 
West; Richard Etulain, history professor and director of the Center for the American West at the 
University of Arizona; Dan Flores, UM’s A.B. Hammond Professor of Western History; and University 
of Colorado history Professor Patricia Nelson Limerick. West will discuss "Stegncr, Storytelling and 
Western Identity"; Etulain, "Wallace Stegncr as Western Humanist"; Flores, "Stegner, the West and the 
Environment"; and Limerick, "Precedents to Wisdom." The session will be moderated by Gordon 
Brittan, Montana State University Regents Professor and director of MSU’s Burton K. Wheeler Center.
Panel presentations will last about 20 minutes, Farr said. Time has been allowed for dialogue 
among the panelists and questions from the audience.
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Contact: William Farr, UM history professor, history department chair and director of The Center for 
the Rocky Mountain West, 243-2978.
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